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Course Descriptor
Course Title: Propaganda, Resistance and Underground Operations in the Second World War
Type of Course: Adult Education
Credit: Not credit bearing
Weekly Session Titles and Descriptions
	Week
	Session
	

	1

	The early establishment of MI5, undercover operations in the inter-war period, relations with the Soviet Union and the recruitment of spies such as the Cambridge Five.

	2

	Propaganda to and from Germany prior to World War II, the establishment of the Ministry of Information. The Nazi cultural ‘charm offensive’, effective in France in the 1930s. Nazi support in Britain among the aristocracy and press.

	3

	The work of decoding German communications at Bletchley Park and its impact on the course of the war. The reduction of U-boat attacks in the Atlantic. Operations such as ‘The man who never was’ and support of resistance movements. The eventual infiltration at Bletchley by John Cairncross, of the Cambridge Five.

	4
	The establishment of the SOE and the daring exploits of its agents across Europe, particularly France, Greece and the Balkans.

	5
	Co-ordinating with and training American Secret Service agents. Sharing information and working together in North Africa and Germany. Relations with the USSR.

	6
	The growth of resistance movements in Poland, the Netherlands, France, Italy, Greece, Yugoslavia etc; their support for the SOE and their sometimes problematic relations.

	7
	Double-agents, betrayals and undercover operations such as the Norwegian success in destroying the Nazi ‘Heavy water’ plant, in the race for the early construction of nuclear weapons.

	8
	The Italian Armistice and failure to co-ordinate resistance in the Adriatic. The intensification of propaganda and resistance in anticipation of the Allied liberation of Europe.

	9
	The importance of undercover operations in co-ordinating D-day and the final push to invade Germany.

	10
	Mopping up after the war. Attempts at de-Nazification in Germany and to boost morale in austerity Britian. Relations with USSR and Stalin.



	Course Overview
Although espionage and secret military operations have existed for many centuries, our modern understanding of the terms owes a great deal to the Second World War, and in particular the attempts by the Allies to support the work of local resistance fighters in various parts of occupied Europe.
Pre-eminent amongst these was Britain's Special Operations Executive, or SOE. By the end of the Second World War in 1945, the SOE was employing and supporting over 13,000 people across Europe, many of them women agents.
Along with the Military Intelligence branches of the British Government, the most famous of which are the two surviving branches MI5 and MI6, the guile, courage and ingenuity of agents working in Propaganda, Resistance and Special Operations against the Nazis and Japanese during the Second World War remains breathtaking.
On this course Dr Sheila Lecoeur invites us to explore the history of resistance fighters, propagandists and spies during the Second World War, not only from Britain, but those working for other countries involved in the hostilities. This included the American Office of Strategic Services, the Soviet Union's GRU and, of course, the German Abwehr. 
Using archive film footage, photographic archives and written testimonials we will try to piece together the still secretive activities of the military intelligence services and the resistance fighers they supported, including many men and women who might rightly be described as real-life James Bonds.
Required Previous Experience (if any)
None
Required Reading Material or Special Equipment Needed (if any)
None
Learning Outcomes
At the end of this course you will have an understanding of:
1. The history of the wartime security services in Britain and elsewhere during the Second World War and their modes of operation
2. The impact the secret services had on the course of the Second World War
3. The relationship of the secret services and other branches of the miliary and local resistance fighters across Europe and elsewhere.
Possible Further Study
Further courses on the after:hours programme might be useful to you.
Additional information
This course descriptor may be subject to change during the delivery of the course, depending on the specific direction and nature of the learner cohort, and is intended to be responsive to the group dynamics as they emerge during the delivery of the course.






	Imperial after:hours adult education courses
	Page 2



image1.png
IMPERIAL




